TOWN OF ABINGDON, VIRGINIA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021– 5:15 p.m.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Welcome to the Historic Preservation Review Board Regular Meeting. This is a citizen Board,
appointed by the Town Council, to interpret and uphold the Historic Preservation Ordinance,
which is Article 8 of the Abingdon Zoning Ordinance that protects the Historic District of
Abingdon, which has been designated the Old and Historic District. Our aim on this Board is to
provide a positive bridge between the property owners of the district and the design review process,
so we welcome you to today’s meeting. We appreciate your interest and we encourage public
participation in our meeting. Your comments are important to our decision making process.
Anyone addressing the Board will approach the podium, identify your first and last name and give
your complete mailing address.

A. WELCOME – Byrum Geisler, Chair
B. ROLL CALL – Jason Boswell, Director of Community Development
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
•

February 3, 2021, Regular Meeting

D. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRATENESS
1. Certificate of Appropriateness –Washington County Government, 1 Government
Center, Abingdon, VA 24210; Owner. Jason Berry, Abingdon, VA; Representative.
Application for Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the Elliott Building. Located at
179 & 181 Main Street, Abingdon, VA 24210. Tax Map No. (013-1-60)
2. Certificate of Appropriateness – Abingdon United Methodist Church, 101 East Main
Street, Abingdon, VA 24210; Owner. Lucas Manweiler; Representative. Application for
Certificate of Appropriateness to place a Historical Highway Marker at the home place of

Richard Lynch Garner. Located at 101 East Main Street, Abingdon, VA 24210. Tax Map No.
(012-1-88)
3. Certificate of Appropriateness –Abingdon Adventures LLC, P.O. Box 1174, Damascus,
VA 24236; Owner. Michael Wright; Representative. Application for Certificate of
Appropriateness for signage. Located at 306 Depot Square SW, Abingdon, VA 24210.
Tax Map No. (019-2-15)
4. Certificate of Appropriateness –Seth R. White, P.O. Box 520, Richlands VA 24641;
Owner. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness to replace roof and gutters. Located at
313 W. Valley Street, Abingdon, VA 24210. Tax Map No. (11-5-112A)
5. Certificate of Appropriateness – Fields-Penn House, Town of Abingdon; Owner. Matt
Henderson; Representative. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for the basement
door, exterior lighting, rear porch construction, shutter repair, front porch, walkways, and ramps.
Located at 208 West Main Street, Abingdon, VA 24210. Tax Map No. (012-1-125)
E. PUBLIC COMMENTS
F.

DISCUSSION
1. Preservation Plan Discussion

G. BUSINESS/MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA
H. ANNOUNCEMENTS
I.

ADJOURNMENT
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TOWN OF ABINGDON
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2021 – 5:15 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS– MUNICIPAL BUILDING

A Regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Review Board was held on Wednesday,
February 3, 2021, at 5:15 pm in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building.
A. WELCOME by – Mr. Byrum Geisler
B. ROLL CALL – Mason Gragg, Town Planner, Pro Term
Members of the Board Present:

Members of the Board Absent:

Mr. Mike Owens
Mrs. Kristi Hartshorn
Mrs. Betsy White
Mr. Byrum Geisler
Mr. Michael Weaver

Comprising a quorum of the Board - Yes
Administrative/Town Staff:

Mr. Mason Gragg, Town Planner
Mr. Cameron Bell, Town Attorney
Mrs. Janice Dornon, Administrative Assistant

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. February 3, 2021, Regular Meeting
On a motion by Mrs. White, seconded by Mrs. Hartshorn, the Board
approved the minutes for January 6, 2021 Regular Meeting as presented.
The roll call vote was as follows:
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Mr. Mike Owens
Mrs. Kristi Hartshorn
Mrs. Betsy White
Mr. Byrum Geisler

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

The board approved January 6, 2021, Regular Meeting minutes as presented.
D. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
1. Certificate of Appropriateness – Dennis & Rachel Campbell; 126 Valley Street,
Abingdon, VA 24210; owner. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness to add to
existing fence to enclose a small garden area. Located at 126 Valley Street,
Abingdon, VA 24210. Tax Map No. (012-1-55)
Mr. Dennis “Evan” Campbell represented the property located at 126 Valley Street.
Mr. Campbell would like to expand the existing fence to enclose a small garden area: 20’
x 38’. Using all pressure-treated lumber; 4x4 pressure-treated posts, 2x4 pressure-treated
wooden running boards, and 3” pickets. The height will measure 42” and will match the
existing fence. The color will remain natural.
Mrs. Hartshorn asked if there would be a gate at the Plumb Alley side. Mr. Campbell
explained that the gate would not be located on the alley.
On a motion by Mrs. Hartshorn and seconded by Mr. Owens, the Board approved
the COA as presented.
The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. Mike Owens
Mrs. Kristi Hartshorn
Mrs. Betsy White
Mr. Byrum Geisler

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

The board approved the COA as presented for the property located at 126 Valley
Street.
2. Certificate of Appropriateness –Washington County Government; 1 Government
Center, Abingdon, VA 24210; owner. Jason Berry, Abingdon, VA; Representative.
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Application for Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the Elliott Building. Located
at 179 & 181 Main Street, Abingdon, VA 24210. Tax Map No. (013-1-60)
Jason Berry, Randy Pennington, Kevin Hill, and Dewayne Ball represented the property
located at 179 & 181 Main Street, Abingdon, Virginia, for the Washington County Board
of Supervisors.
Mr. Berry mentioned that they had come before the Historic Preservation Review Board
concerning the courthouse referendum in November, 2019.
Mr. Berry disclosed that a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) had been published concerning
the demolition of the Elliott Building.
Mr. Kevin Hill said that the demolition would allow construction to start with a blank
slate. The replacement façade will contribute much more to the character of the Historic
District.
Mr. Geisler stated that the Elliott Building is not a contributing structure in the
Historic District. A new concept could better compliment the surrounding structures.
Mr. Hill announced that Washington County would like to begin the demolition within
the next 90 days. Breaking ground with new construction would likely begin in the
Autumn of 2021. The estimated completion date is 2024. The new structure will reach
three stories and contain a bigger footprint by extending back to Plumb Alley.
Mr. Dewayne Ball mentioned that since the referendum failed, Washington County now
has a clear picture of what the community expects in the design of the structure. Mr. Ball
said that Washington County has the funding in place for the demolition, and understands
the Town’s concern for the duration of this project.
Mr. Owens asked if Washington County has a plan in place for the site. Mr. Berry
answered that they had received multiple conceptual plans in the past week, and wish to
share those plans with the courthouse committee at the upcoming meeting.
Mr. Berry stated that Washington County would like to award the contract for the
demolition at their March 9, 2021, Board of Supervisors meeting. Mr. Berry assured the
Board that they would be involved in the design and review process. Mr. Berry said
Washington County has a plan to demolish the Elliott Building, select a period
appropriate conceptual plan for replacement, and accrue financing for the project.
Mr. Berry committed to coming back before the HPRB at their March meeting to present
the conceptual plans for the building.
Mr. Berry asked if the Board would be okay with them to continue the procurement
process internally.
Mr. Emmitt Yeary addressed the board with concerns about the demolition of the Elliott
Building. Mr. Yeary specified that the structure stands adjacent to his property and
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requested that Washington County respect the integrity of his property during the
demolition process.
On a motion by Mrs. Hartshorn and seconded by Mr. Owens, the Board agreed to
give their final approval to allow the demolition of the Elliott Building, contingent
upon Washington County presenting a preliminary plan for the site at the March 3,
2021, HPRB Meeting.
The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. Mike Owens
Mrs. Kristi Hartshorn
Mrs. Betsy White
Mr. Byrum Geisler

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

The board agreed to give their final approval to allow the demolition of the Elliott
Building conditioned upon Washington County presenting preliminary plans
regarding the façade of the impending structure at the next HPRB meeting,
March 3, 2021.
E. PUBLIC COMMENTS
1. Walter Jenny: President of the Washington County Historical Society.
Mr. Jenny asked the HPRB to consider expanding the Old & Historic District, Southern
Pecan Street, to include the Hiram Dooley house. Mr. Jenny claimed the house is worth
saving and protecting for historical significance.
2. Toni Doman, indicated she represented the interest and voice of the community.
Ms. Doman asked if alternative options could be considered instead of demolishing the
Dooley house. If the demolition proceeds, Ms. Doman hopes that the site will be replaced
with a structure that preserves the integrity of the historic property. Ms. Doman has
started an online petition to gain support in saving the Dooley house. As of February 3,
2021, 1,950 signatures had been collected.
F. DISCUSSION
Mr. Geisler indicated that the HPRB has no purview over the Dooley house because it is
not, nor has ever been in the Old & Historic District. An approval from the HPRB is not
needed for the demolition. The Town has already issued a demolition permit.
Mr. Cam Bell confirmed that the Hiram Dooley house has never been in the Old &
Historic District at any point or time. The two original Historic Districts were established
in 1971. Neither of these sub-districts included this parcel or structure. The established

4

February 3, 2021
Regular Meeting

Old and Historic District Corridor Overlay includes designated Virginia Department of
Transportation arterial roads. Pecan Street is not classified as an arterial road.
Mr. Geisler reiterated the fact that the Dooley house is not in the Historic District and is
privately owned.
Mr. Jenny concluded that the demolition permit has been issued, but no work has started.
He asked the HPRB once more to consider expanding the district to include the structure.
Alternatively, if the house were to be demolished and nothing had yet to be built in its
place, perhaps that next structure could be included in the Historic District.
G. OLD BUSINESS/MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA - None
1. Preservation Plan - Sub-Committee
Mr. Owens explained that the Town Council had granted permission for the Board to
update the Preservation Plan. Members agreed that a list of priorities and goals would be
a great place to start.
Mr. Bell informed the board that they must discuss the Preservation Plan publically
during the scheduled meetings.
Mr. Geisler told the board that they could discuss the Preservation Plan at the next
meeting.
Mr. Gragg will send out the objective comparison from the initial Preservation Plan.
Mr. Owens suggested that they review the DHR Historic District Extension.
The board decided to hold the Preservation Plan updates during the discussion section
of the regular HPRB meetings.
H. ANNOUNCEMENTS - None
I.

ADJOURNMENT
On Motion by Mrs. White, seconded by Mr. Owens, for the Board to adjourn the
meeting.
The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. Mike Owens
Mrs. Kristi Hartshorn
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Mrs. Betsy White
Mr. Byrum Geisler

Aye
Aye

Mr. Geisler declared the meeting adjourned.
Meeting adjourned at 6:25 P. M.
____________________________________
Mr. Byrum Geisler, Chairman
_____________________________________________
Mason Gragg, Town Planner
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Washington County Courthouse Renovation & Expansion
PPEA Checklist
Update: February 23, 2021

Dates are for planning purposes only

Courthouse committee meetings on monthly basis

4 p.m., 2nd Wed./monthly

Updates to HPRB/opportunity for input monthly

5 p.m., 1st Wed./monthly

County BOS passes resolution adopting PPEA Guidelines and recognizes
courthouse renovation and expansion as qualifying project under the PPEA

November 24, 2020
Completed

Determine and confirm Courthouse Advisory Committee* members for
Conceptual Design initial review

December 2020/January
2021
Completed

County BOS approves issuance of RFP for Conceptual Plan proposals

December 8, 2020
Completed

Issue RFP for Request for Proposals for Conceptual Plan proposals

December 9, 2020
Completed

Issue IFB for demolition of Elliott Building

January, 2021
Completed

Receive conceptual plan proposals – must post within 10 working days
after acceptance of proposal(s)

Deadline February 1, 2021
Completed

Presentation to Abingdon HPRB for certificate of appropriateness to
proceed with demolition of Elliott Building

February 3, 2021
Issued, subject to return to
HPRB on March 3, 2021

Present lowest bid for demolition of Elliott Building to BoS for approval
contingent upon Certificate of Appropriateness from Abingdon Historic
Preservation Review board

February 9, 2021
Board approved contract
with contingency

Courthouse Advisory Committee reviews conceptual proposals

February 15, 2021
Review completed & firms
selected to submit Detailed
Phase proposals

Concept Plan deliveries to Town of Abingdon

Burwil – 2/5
J.A. Street – 2/8
Quesenberry’s – 2/16
Completed

Courthouse Advisory Committee decides to move forward to detailed
phase with one or more proposers

February 15, 2021
Completed

Courthouse Advisory Committee requests detailed phase proposal(s)

February 17, 2021
Completed
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County presentation to HPRB the timeline for review and explanation of
process to involve HPRB in support of County request to proceed with
demolition

March 3, 2021

Possible approval of Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition from
HPRB and completion of demolition

If Certificate awarded by
HPRB, then contract could be
signed on March 4, 2021,
demolition would be
completed no later than
Friday, July 2, 2021

Detailed Phase Proposals due and redacted copies posted to County
website

March 31, 2021

Courthouse Advisory Committee holds presentation(s)/interview(s) with
selected firms with Courthouse Committee present to observe; and
Courthouse Advisory Committee commences negotiations with selected
firm

April 14, 2021

Publication in Bristol Herald Courier of Notice of Public Hearing and post
notice on County website with Conceptual Plans and Proposed Agreement
available on website for public review (Va. Code § 56-575.17(B) and (C) and
Va. Code § 15.2-1813, by analogy)

No later than April 20, 2021
for April 27 public hearing

County BoS holds public hearing on proposals received (Va. Code § 56575.17(B) – no later than 30-days prior to entering into an interim or
comprehensive agreement.)

April 27, 2021

Courthouse advisory committee negotiation and development of Interim
Agreement

April-May, 2021

County BoS review of Interim Agreement and entry into agreement, if so
approved by the BoS

No sooner than 30-days after
the public hearing on the
Conceptual Plans and
Proposed Agreement –
probable public presentation
to BoS date for approval:
June 8, 2021

Make all procurement records available upon request and post executed
interim agreement. Va. Code § 56-575-17(D)

After Board approval and
execution of Agreement

BOS Approval of Guaranteed Maximum Price and Comprehensive
Agreement

TBD

* Courthouse Advisory Committee is a subgroup of the Courthouse Committee responsible for evaluation of proposals
received in response to the RFP for design-build services and negotiation of the Interim Agreement and Comprehensive
Agreement in accordance with the PPEA process and the County of Washington, Virginia PPEA Guidelines. Members
consist of Honorable C. Randall Lowe, Jason Berry – County Administrator, Kevin Hill – Director, General Services,
Tammy Copenhaver – Director, Budget and Finance.
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App ID 1093

Abingdon, Virginia

IMPORTANT NOTE:
The complete application must be filed with the Town of Abingdon’s Office of
Planning and Zoning no later than 2 weeks prior to the next scheduled meeting
in order to be heard at that scheduled meeting of the Historic Preservation
Review Board. Applications received after the deadline will be heard at the
following month’s meeting. If an application is not complete, it will not be
included on the next meeting’s agenda. To avoid delays, it is recommended that
applicants review the Old Historic District’s Design Guidelines found at:
www.abingdon-va.gov/announcements.htm#BAR and meet with the Planning
Department staff before the deadline to review their application.

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENES
Town of Abingdon, Virginia
Historic Preservation Review Board
133 West Main Street · P. O. Box 789 · Abingdon, VA 24212
Phone (276) 628-3167 · Fax (276) 698-3412
Location of Property: 306 Depot Square SW
Business Name (if applicable): Abingdon Adventures
Applicant/Property Owner Name
(PRINTED): Michael Wright

Signature:
Mailing Address: PO Box 1174
City: Damascus
State/Zip: VA / 24236
Phone/Fax Number: 12764925828
Email: mbwright722@gmail.com

Historic District?: Yes
Tax Map No: 019-2-15
Representative Agent(s) Name: Michael Wright
Firm: Adventure Abingdon, LLC

Mailing Address: 331 Douglas Drive
City: Damascus
State/Zip: Va / 24236
Phone/Fax Number: 2764929917
Email: Trailheaddesigns2@gmail.com

Project Type (list all that apply): Addition
If other, please describe:
Per Abingdon, Virginia Code of Ordinances, you may be eligible for local tax credits/abatements. Are you requesting tax
credit/abatements for this project? No
The above named person(s)/firm has permission to represent me regarding this request for architectural review. I
understand that I or my representative agent(s) must be present at the Historical Preservation Review Board meeting,
on the date assigned by staff, typically the first Wednesday of each month at 5:15 p.m., to present my proposal and that
failure to attend may result in denial of my proposal by the Review Board due to insufficient information. No material
change in the apprearance of my property, that is viewable from any public street, shall be performed before receiving a
Certificate of Appropriateness. I further understand that approval by the Historic Preservation Review Board for any
modification to homes, buildings, landscaping, or grounds including fences, driveways, and parking areas shall expire 12
months from the date of approval. I hereby authorize town staff and/or members of the Historic Preservation Review
Board the right to enter my property during normal business hours for the purposes of investigating my request for a
Certificate of Appropriateness.

Signed: ____

___________________Date:____ February 17, 2021___________________

PLEASE READ:
Applicants are encouraged to submit completed applications with sufficient information to allow a clear understanding
of the proposal by the Historic Preservation Review Board members and Planning Department staff. Applications that do
not clearly communicate the proposed new construction, alterations or changes will result in delays. Planning
Department staff will periodically inspect properties for compliance with the COA. Failure to comply may also result in
delays in the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, fines, or other enforcement actions.
FULL DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL: (please attach more sheets if necessary)
__Placing a sign to indicate a business is located at the property.
REQUIRED INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED WITH APPLICATION:
Each item submitted is to be INITIALED by the applicant. If you are not submitting any of the requested information,
please indicate “not applicable” and explain in the space provided why it is not necessary for this project.

 Sketch, drawing and/or elevations showing the proposed changes or improvements, and an adequate number of
photographs to show the area of the proposed alteration: submitted

 Site plan or plat of property: property is owned by the town
 Details of signage such as: material, color, mounting type & location, wording on sign: metal sign smaller than or
equal to 4 square feet (approx. 2' x 2') hanging from an existing signpost on property.

 A list of material including color samples that identifies the type and quality of materials to be used in the Proposed
Project: submitted
 If you are, requesting tax credits for this project there will be a $50.00 application fee
 Other (please attach more sheets if necessary)
__
To be Completed/Initialed by Planning Department Staff
_______ COA application has been reviewed and deemed to be complete.
_______ List of adjoining property owners notified of this COA application has been attached to this application.
Code: 011/Budget line item: 100-3-13-030-0400

Attachments Submitted:

APPLICATION FOR
WAIVER OF
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
Application is hereby made for waiver of Certificate of Appropriateness under Article 8, section 8-4-1, b of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Abingdon. Such waiver is limited to the following under the Guidelines
adopted on May 5th, 2004 by the Board of Architectural Review as follows:
The Zoning Administrator of the Town may determine that certain minor actions involving buildings and structures within
the Old and Historic District will have no permanent effect on the character of the District, and, by written waivers exempt the
minor actions from review by the Board of Architectural Review. Such minor actions shall be limited to the following:
A. Repainting in a paint scheme that duplicates the existing paint colors. Provided, however:
•The paint used should be of high quality to provide a long lasting finish.
•Paint colors should be appropriate for the building or structure’s architectural style and design, as to which the
Board of Architectural Review will provide recommendations at the owner’s request.
•Unpainted masonry should be left unpainted.
B. Addition or deletion of storm windows and doors, window gardens, awnings, temporary canopies, window air
conditioners or similar appurtenances.
C. Addition or deletion of television or radio antennas, skylights or solar collectors in locations not visible from a
public street, right of way or place.
D. Any alterations or other changes within the building or structure, which are not visible from a public street, right
of way or place.
E. Relocation of heating and cooling systems on the property provided they be screened per the Design Guidelines.
F. Planting of grass, trees or shrubs and other landscape improvements, excluding, however, any landscape
treatment, which would substantially alter the old and historic aspects of the particular building or structure or
involve construction of fences, walls, walkways, pools, fountains and like improvements, which might affect the
appearance of the historic site.
G. Repair of roof or guttering using materials that replicate existing material.
H. Routine maintenance or repair to existing structures determined by the administrator to have no permanent effect
on the character of the structure or district.

Name of Owner

Don McDonald

Name of Business (if
applicable)
Address

255 Valley St. NW

Telephone

321-443-8172

Item and number from list above that is the subject of this request: A
Tax Map Number

Don’t Know

011-5-105

Approved by the Zoning Administrator

YES / NO

Location in Historic District (Sub-district) ?
Other comments

This is a waiverable action.

Sub-District 9

Cosmetic repairs, sanding, painting porch and front fence with exact
same colors (white trim, fence, ceiling – gray floor)

Date and Signature of owner
Date and Signature of Zoning Administrator

02-11-2021

Each application for waiver should be on the form provided by the office of the Zoning Administrator and documented by
appropriate drawings, plans or other depiction of the proposed addition, deletion or other alteration, together with samples
of the materials and colors to be used in taking the minor actions.

