TOWN OF ABINGDON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 11, 2011 - 6:00 P.M.

The regular meeting of the Town of Abingdon Board of Zoning Appeals was held Tuesday,
January 11, 2011, at 6:00 P.M. The meeting was held in the Municipal Building, downstairs

meeting room.

Mr. Cameron Bell called the meeting to order. Mr. Jackson called the roll.

Roll Call:
Members Present: Mr. Cameron Bell, Chairman »
Mr. Kenneth Shuman, Vice-Chairman -
Mr. Paul Quetsch
Mr. Scott Wilson
Comprising a quorum of the Boa;d o i,
Members Absent: Ms. Marva Jo Wheeler :
Administrative Staff: Mr. W. Garrett Jackson,@ r of?Planmng/Zonmg

Mr. Sean Taylor, Asmstaqﬁ%Dué'c,;or of Planning/Zoning
Mrs. Deborah Icenho 2 "Iﬁgyn Attorney

Visitors: ‘ Mr. J. J. Jessg, Bﬁsto Sign’ Company
Mr. Michael? Vau&hn ‘Gapital Pizza Huts

************

) Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting, March 10, 2009
Ed Speclal Meeting, October 20, 2009

Regular Meeting, March 10 gzooé
Mr. Shuman made a mo‘hbmto approve the minutes for the regular meeting held Tuesday,
March 10, 2009 anpresented Mr Quetsch seconded the motion.

VOTE:
Mr. Shumain ~* Aye
Mr. Quetsch ~ Aye
Mr. Wilsoii . Aye
Mr:, Bell “Aye

The motlon passed

Special Meeting, October 20, 2009
Mr. Shuman made a motion to approve the minutes for the special meeting held Tuesday,

October 20, 2009 with the following correction:
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FROM: Members Present: Mr. Kenneth Shuman
Ms. Marva Jo Wheeler
Mr. Paul Quetsch

11-1 -



11-2
TO: Members Present Mr. Kenneth Shuman
Ms. Marva Jo Wheeler

Mr. Paul Quetsch
Mr. Scott Wilson

Mr. Wilson seconded the motion.

VOTE:

Mr. Shuman Aye
Mr. Wilson Aye
Mr. Quetsch  Aye
Mr. Bell Aye

The motion passed.
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@) Case No. 397 - Capital Pizza Huts, Michael Vaughn Representatlve, 535 Cummings
Street, Abmgdon VA 24210 apphcatlon fora vanance ﬁqm the reqmrements of Article

26A.

The date of the application is December 15, 2010, requestmg a:regu]ar' meeting scheduled to be
heard on this date, January 11, 2011. ) )

The application was duly advertised in accordance W1th the requirements of the Code of Virginia
(1950, as amended, Section 15.2-2204) and alJ, adjomn;lg owners were notified of the meeting.

Mr. Jackson stated that this is a request from Artlcle 21, Section 21-6-6, Sign Size, as contained
in the Zoning Ordinance, for property located at'535 Cummings Street, within one-fourth mile of
Interstate 81. :

On December 3, 2010, Town Staff was alerted to a “large sign” being installed at 535 Cummings
Street, doing business as Plzza Hut. The staff spoke with Mr. J. J. Jesse of the sign company,
representing Bristol Signs, as they were on site to install the sign. Mr. Jesse indicated that “he
had spoken with Town Staff" and gotten permission to install it”. Upon questlomng other staff
members it was discovered Mr. Jesse had not discussed this particular sign with them, nor had he
applied for a sign permit.

Mr. Jesse mdlcated the size of the proposed sign to be 11.5” x 12.5, bringing the total square
footage . to 143 5 square feet, per side. The Town’s Sign Ordinance specifically states:

o 2] -‘3-13 Sign area calculations. The following method shall be utilized in the calculation
of sign area:
a. All sign surfaces and faces visible from a public right-of-way or place and used
for display shall be included in the calculation of sign area.

This would place the calculations of the proposed sign to a total of 287.5 square feet.
The total allowed for the B-2 Zone is:

® 21-6-6 B-2,B-3, M-l and Districts  The total area of all freestanding and projecting
signs permitted for any business establishment shall not be greater than sixty (60) square
feet and shall be located on the premises. Other provisions of this ordinance to the
contrary notwithstanding, planned commercial developments other than shopping centers
which require a site plan under article 18 of this ordinance within the B-2 zoning district
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and located within a one-quarter (1/4) mile radius of Interstate Route 81 may be allowed
up to two hundred (200) square feet of aggregate sign area and a height of twenty-five
(25) feet from surface to the upward most portion of the sign; the sizes and locations of
such signs to be specified within the site plan of such development and approved by the
planning commission prior to finalization of such site plan [Adopted 2 Oct. 1989;
Effective 2 Nov. 1989]

The applicant’s request is asking for a variance of 43.5% increase in the allowed amount.
Mr. Vaughn has indicated that all signage has been removed from the Pizza Hut building, so this
would be the only sign for the building.

Mr. Bell explained that the board, per the Code of the Commonwealth of Vn'glma, is to base its
decision on the “Three Part Test”: :

No such variance shall be authorized by the board unless it finds: , e

(a) That the strict application of the ordinance would produce undue hardshlp

(b) That such hardship is not shared generally by other propertles in’ the same  Zoning
district and the same vicinity.

(c) That the authorization of such variance will not be of substantlal detnment to
adjacent property and that the character of the district: ‘Wlll not‘be changed by the
granting of the variance. :

Mr. Vaugh, District Manager, stated that the size of the i S1gn, Whlch was removed, did
not fall within the current Guidelines; the sign was dama (broken) and was considered to be a
safety hazard. Since the proposed new sign was approx:mately same size of the original sign it
was believed to fall within the Guidelines. The propo sign was ordered from another company
and Bristol Sign Company was selected to mstall the: gn

Mr. Jessee explained that it was an overs1ght on his’ part> not having contacted Mr. Jackson and

offered his apologies.

Mr. Shuman expressed his sympathy and concerns in this situation, emphasmng the facts that
Mr. Jessee did not contact Mr:Jackson regardmg the sign and the sign is not conforming to the
Guidelines. He stated that he febls the Board must support the 3-step process as required by the
Guidelines. : s

After a lengthy discussion, Mf' ‘Shuman made a motion that the variance in Case No. 397 not be
approved, based on the fact that it is not considered an undue hardship to the applicant. Mr.
Wilson seconded the: ‘motion.

VOTE:

Mr. Shuman. . Aye
Mr. leson “Aye
Mr. Quetschi-  Aye
Mr. Bell . Aye

The motion passed.

Mr. Jackson explained that if there should be an appeal to this decision, it must be done within 30
days from the date of this meeting.
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%) Reorganization of Board of Zoning Appeals - Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary

There was a reorganization of the Board of Zoning Appeals for the selection of a new Chairman,
Vice-Chairman and Secretary.
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Selection of Chairman
The floor was opened for nomination for selection of Chairman to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Mr. Shuman made a motion that Mr. Bell be nominated to serve as Chairman. Mr. Quetsch
seconded the motion. There being no further nominations, the floor was closed.

VOTE:

Mr. Shuman  Aye
Mr. Quetsch  Aye
Mr. Wilson  Aye

The motion passed and Mr. Bell was selected to serve as Chairman to the Board of Zomng
Appeals.

Selection of Vice-Chairman
The floor was opened for nomination for selection of Vlce-Chau-man to'the Board of Zomng

Appeals.

Mr. Quetsch made a motion that Mr. Shuman be nominated to serveas Vite-Chairman. Mr.
Wilson seconded the motion. There being no further nominations, thefloor was closed.

VOTE:

Mr. Quetsch  Aye
Mr. Wilson  Aye
Mr. Bell Aye

The motion passed and Mr. Shuman was selected 10 serve as Vice-Chairman to the Board of
Zoning Appeals. A

Selection of Secretary ' '
The floor was opened for nomm@tlon for selectlon of Secretary to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Mr. Shuman made a motion that Ms ‘Wheeler be nominated to serve as Secretary. Mr. Wilson
seconded the motion. There bemg no further nominations, the floor was closed.

VOTE: :

Mr. Shuman . Aye:
Mr. Wilson  Aye
Mr.Quetsch  Aye
Mr.Belll . Aye

The ino_tiorl' passed and Ms. Wheeler was selected to serve as Secretary to the Board of Zoning
Appeals.
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Cameron Bell, Chairman

W. Garrett Jackson, Secretary



