
 
  

 TOWN OF ABINGDON, VIRGINIA  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2018 – 5:15 P.M.  

ARTHUR CAMPBELL MEETING ROOM  
MUNICIPAL BUILDING  

     
  Welcome to the Historic Preservation Review Board Regular Meeting. This is a citizen Board, appointed 

by the Town Council, to interpret and uphold the Historic Preservation Ordinance, which is Article 8 of the 

Abingdon Zoning Ordinance that protects the Historic District of Abingdon, which has been designated the Old 

and Historic District. Our aim on this Board is to provide a positive bridge between the property owners of the 

district and the design review process, so we welcome you to today’s meeting. We appreciate your interest and we 

encourage public participation in our meeting. Your comments are important to our decision making process. 

Anyone addressing the Board will approach the podium, identify your first and last name and give your complete 

mailing address.   

   

A.  WELCOME – Jeff Johnson, Chair 
  

B.  ROLL CALL – Jason Boswell, Interim Director of Planning 
  

C.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES        
  

 January 3, 2018  
 

D.  CERTIFICATE(S) OF APPROPRIATENESS  
 

1.  Harold Stanley, owner of 284 Valley Street, Parcel No. 011-1-95 – 

Representatives are William and Kim Watson, Lebanon, Virginia  

 

2. Vickie Lane Marsh, owner, 121 Brewers Alley, Abingdon, Virginia, owner, 

 Parcel No. 013-1-123 – Mike Rush, Representative, Washington County Habitat 

for Humanity  

 

E. APPLICATION FOR TAX ABATEMENT 

 

1. Virginia House Company, owner, 208 East Main Street, Parcel No. 013-1-101 – 

Representative, PennStuart  

 

F. OLD BUSINESS/MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA   

 

1. Discussion regarding definition of standing seam roof as raised by Councilman 

Humphreys at the January 3rd HPRB meeting.  



 

2. Discussion of proposed changes to Historic Preservation Review Board 

 Ordinance.   

 

G. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

H. ADJOURNMENT  

 

 



TOWN OF ABINGDON, VIRGINIA 

MINUTES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2018 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Review Board was held on 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 5:15 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Municipal Building, 

Arthur Campbell room.   

Jeff Johnson, Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. 

1. Roll Call – Jason Boswell, Interim Director of Planning  

 

Members Present: 

Jeff Johnson, Chair 

Cindy Patterson 

Andrew Neese 

Byrum Geisler 

 

Members Absent: 

 

Michael Weaver 

  

2. Approval of the Minutes  

 

Mr. Johnson noted that there were two (2) sets of minutes for HPRB to approve.  The 

meetings were held on October 4, 2017 and December 6, 2017.  

On motion of Ms. Patterson, seconded by Mr. Geisler, the HPRB members 

approved the minutes of the October 4, 2017 meeting and the December 6, 2017 meeting as 

presented. 

The roll call vote was as follows:  
  

  Mr. Geisler Aye  

          Mr. Neese                                   Abstain (not in attendance at either meeting) 

          Ms. Patterson  Aye   

          Mr. Johnson      Aye 
 

 

3. Application for Tax Abatement Request for Byrum Geisler.   

** Mr. Geisler came down from the dais to comment on his request. Mr. Geisler gave a 

description of the repairs he had done on his property at 228 East Main Street, Abingdon, 



VA.  Mr. Geisler noted there were no new additions and all work had been previously 

approved by the HPRB.   

On motion of Ms. Patterson, seconded by Mr. Neese, HPRB members approved the 

request for tax abatement as presented by property owner, Byrum Geisler and referred 

the form to the Town Manager for his review and approval.   

The roll call vote was as follows:  
  

  Mr. Geisler                                Abstain (property owner)  

          Mr. Neese                                   Aye 

          Ms. Patterson  Aye   

          Mr. Johnson      Aye 

 

Mr. Geisler returned to the dais. 

 

4. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for Edison Jennings 

 

Mr. Johnson commented that applicant, Edison Jennings, was not present for the discussion.  

HPRB members agreed to discuss the request in his absence.  Mr. Johnson noted that the 

request involved the installation of a gravel driveway on Mr. Jennings’ property but 

commented that there is currently a shared driveway between property owners Edwards and 

Jennings.  Mr. Boswell noted that the two owners were involved in a legal matter over 

property.  Mr. Johnson noted that the driveway would come in off Plum Alley and there was 

a significant slope it would follow. Discussion ensued regarding the driveway materials, 

landscaping and the impact on the utilities in the area.   

 

Deb Icenhour, Town Attorney inquired about the location of the proposed driveway being 

across the property from the shared driveway that is the subject of an ongoing legal matter.  

Mr. Boswell confirmed that the town’s Public Works Department would have to approve the 

proposed driveway prior to construction. 

 

Councilman Humphreys inquired about landscaping around the driveway and referenced a 

plan for Plum Alley that was discussed many years ago. 

 

On motion of Mr. Neese, seconded by Mr. Geisler, the application for Edison Jennings 

Certificate of Appropriateness was approved as submitted subject to his use of brown 

pea gravel as indicated in Section 8(a) of our Ordinance and with a recommendation 

that Mr. Jennings work with town regarding plantings around the new driveway.   

  

The roll call vote was as follows:  
  

          Mr. Geisler                                Aye  

          Mr. Neese                                   Aye 

          Ms. Patterson  Aye   

          Mr. Johnson      Aye 

 



5. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

 

Mr. Johnson commented that he had discussion items to mention to the board.  The first item was 

the draft of an Ordinance to Repeal, Amend and Reenact Appendix B – Zoning Ordinance – 

Article 8 – OH Old and Historic District – Section 8-6 through Section 8-8   Board of 

Architectural Review.  Mr. Boswell summarized the proposed Ordinance changes noting that the 

most significant change was renaming the board Historic Preservation Review Board. Discussion 

ensued and members agreed they would like to see the Ordinance again with the modifications 

highlighted and discuss it in detail at the February meeting.  Deb Icenhour, Town Attorney 

commented that the proposed Ordinance would affect the composition of the board to remove the 

stipulation that a Council member must serve on the board.  
 

Mr. Geisler left the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. Johnson commented that questions had been raised about the type of standing seam roof that 

was installed on rental property belonging to Mike Edwards and located on East Main Street 

across from The Tavern Restaurant.  Councilman Humphreys reported he was at the meeting 

where the HPRB approved Mr. Edwards’ roof and it was approved for standing seam.  Mr. 

Humphreys said that the roof Mr. Edwards’ put on was not standing seam.  Discussion ensued 

regarding how standing seam is installed, the different types of standing seam and striations in the 

metal. Mr. Johnson commented on the standing seam definition in the HPRB guidelines. After 

lengthy discussion, Board members agreed to discuss this matter again at the February meeting.  

Mr. Humphreys asked if a definition of standing seam could be obtained from the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   

 

 

                                                                           ____________________________________ 

                                                                            Jeff Johnson, Chair 

______________________________________ 

Jason Boswell, Interim Dir. of Planning  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 





















































































AN ORDINANCE OF  

THE COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF ABINGDON,  

TO REPEAL, AMEND AND REENACT 

APPENDIX B – ZONING ORDINANCE – ARTICLE 8 – 

OH OLD AND HISTORIC DISTRICT – SECTION 8-6.  THROUGH  

SECTION 8-8– BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

 

 WHEREAS, §27-6-1 of the Code of Virginia 1950, as amended, established that 

the governing body of any town may enact and enforce ordinances for the general purpose 

of promoting the public health, safety, convenience and welfare of its general public; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Abingdon's current Appendix B – Zoning Ordinance – 

Article 8 – OH Old and Historic District – Section 8-6. Board of Architectural Review, and 

upon due consideration the Council wishes to amend said ordinance, the Council for the 

Town of Abingdon elects to repeal, amend and reenact the body of its ordinance; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, upon recommendation of the Council 

of the Town of Abingdon, Virginia, after notice pursuant to §15.2-2204 of the Code of 

Virginia 1950, as amended, and public hearings of the Council for the Town of Abingdon 

on ________________ as required by law: 

 1.  That this ordinance shall take effect on ______________; and 

 2.  That should any section or provision of this ordinance be decided to be invalid 

or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 

validity or constitutionality of any other section or provision of this ordinance or the Code 

of the Town of Abingdon, Virginia; and 

That the Town of Abingdon's Appendix B – Zoning Ordinance – Article 8 – OH Old and 

Historic District – Section 8-6. Board of Architectural Review, that is proposed for repeal, 

amendment, and reenactment, currently appears as follows:   

Section 8-6. - Board of architectural review—Creation and membership.  

8-6-1. Creation and empowerment of the board. For the purpose of making effective the 

provisions of this article, a board of architectural review ("board") is hereby established and 

empowered to consider and review all alterations, additions and changes within the boundaries of 

the old and historic district which fall within the purview of section 8-4-1 of this article, whether 

or not brought before it by an application for a certificate of appropriateness or other permit.  

8-6-2. Duty to enforce and sanctions. The board shall make its decision on each project 

brought before it and see to the enforcement of its decisions through the administrator and the 

town's inspection department, to the end that buildings, structures or other resources of historic, 

architectural, or cultural significance are preserved insofar as they are appropriate and incongruous 



projects are prohibited. The failure of an applicant or any other person to observe the board's 

decisions shall be subject to the sanctions provided in article 24, section 24-2 of this ordinance.  

8-6-3. Composition of the board. The board shall consist of five members appointed by the 

town council, one of whom shall be a resident of the old and historic district and all of whom shall 

have a demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic preservation. All members 

must be residents and qualified voters of the town; provided, the town council may in its discretion 

appoint any non-resident of the town who is otherwise qualified under this section 8-6 and holds 

or is employed by a person or firm holding a current business license issued by the town.  

8-6-4. Qualifications of the board members. At least one board member shall be either a 

registered architect with a demonstrated interest in historic preservation or an architectural 

historian meeting the professional qualifications standards of Appendix A of 36 CFR 61. Similarly, 

at least one additional board member shall have professional training or equivalent experience in 

any one of the following disciplines: architecture, history, architectural history, American studies, 

archaeology, or planning. Each board member is required to attend at least one informational or 

educational meeting per year which has been approved by the state department of historic resources 

as pertaining to the work and functions of the board or historic preservation. Provided, when 

adequate review of any proposed action would normally involve a professional discipline not 

represented on the board, the board must seek and secure appropriate professional advice before 

rendering its decision on the particular action. The administrator shall serve as advisor to the board.  

8-6-5. Terms of office and vacancies. The board members shall be appointed for three-year 

terms and serve until their respective successors are appointed. If at any time hereafter all five 

positions on the board are vacant, the board members shall be appointed for three-year staggered 

terms, one member to serve for one year, two members to serve for two years, two members to 

serve for three years and all members to serve three-year terms thereafter. Vacancies caused by 

death, resignation or otherwise shall be filled (i) promptly and in any event not more than 90 days 

following the date on which the vacancy occurs; and (ii) for the unexpired term in the same manner 

original appointments are made. The town council shall have the discretion to appoint members to 

serve consecutive terms and also to remove them for habitual failure to attend meetings. Members 

may serve any number of terms but not more than two terms consecutively.  

Section 8-7. - Same—Chairman; vice-chairman and secretary.  

8-7-1. The board shall elect its chairman and vice-chairman from its membership and the 

administrator shall serve as secretary to the board.  



Section 8-8. - Same—Procedure for meetings.  

8-8-1. Procedure to be followed in meetings. The chairman shall conduct the meetings of the 

board in accordance with its written bylaws and all applicable provisions of the Code of Virginia, 

1950, as amended. In the absence of the chairman the vice chairman shall preside. The secretary 

shall keep and make available for public inspection the minutes of the meetings and a permanent 

record of all resolutions, motions, transactions and decisions, including exemptions from review 

by the board. A quorum of three members present is required before the board may take any official 

action. Each member of the board shall have the right to one vote on each issue, to be exercised in 

person at a meeting and not by proxy, and the decision of the majority shall be final, subject only 

to the rights of appeal set out below.  

8-8-2. Notice of meetings. Prior public notice of all regular or special meetings of the board 

must be given. In addition, the board's bylaws shall specify the means by which written public 

notice of such meetings is to be provided. Each meeting of the board shall be open to the public 

and an agenda shall be made available to the public prior to the meeting. The board shall grant a 

full and impartial hearing on each application and permit testimony from not only the applicants 

but interested members of the public.  

8-8-3. Frequency of meetings. The board shall meet not less than four times a year, in regular 

and special meetings as provided in its bylaws but in the absence of a mutual agreement between 

the board and the applicant all applications shall be heard within 30 days after the application is 

filed. The board shall vote and announce its decision on any matter properly before it not later than 

14 days after the conclusion of the hearing on the matter, unless the time is extended by mutual 

agreement between the board and applicant.  

8-8-4. Procedure on disapproval of application. If the board disapproves any application it 

shall furnish the applicant with its written decision stating the reasons for disapproval and make 

recommendations with respect to the appropriateness of design, arrangement, texture, material, 

color, location, and any other factor on which the disapproval was based. The board shall rehear 

the application if within the 90-day period following the date of disapproval the applicant submits 

an amended application that complies with all recommendations of the board. Provided, the board 

shall not otherwise re-hear the subject matter of any application which has been denied for a period 

of one year after the date of the hearing, or if a re-hearing was held, for a period of one year after 

the rehearing.  

8-8-5. Requirement for bylaws. The board shall adopt and make available for public inspection 

written bylaws for procedural matters, written notice of public meetings and other matters not 

covered by this article that include at a minimum (i) provision for regularly scheduled meetings at 

least four times a year; (ii) a requirement that a quorum be present to conduct business; (iii) rules 

of procedure for considering applications; (iv) a requirement for written minutes for all meetings; 

(v) minimum attendance requirements for all board members; and (vi) requirements that board 

members attend training sessions.  

(Ord. of 6-2-03) 

 



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that upon the recommendation of the Council for the 

Town of Abingdon, Appendix B – Zoning Ordinance – Article 8 – OH Old and Historic District – 

Section 8-6. Board of Architectural Review Ordinance be repealed, amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 §8-6. - Board of Architectural Review will be hereinafter renamed and referred to as 

Historic Preservation Review Board —Creation and membership.  

§8-6-1. Creation and empowerment of the board.  

For the purpose of making effective the provisions of this article, a Historic Preservation 

Review Board ("board") is hereby established and empowered to consider and review all 

alterations, additions and changes within the boundaries of the old and historic district which fall 

within the purview of section 8-4-1 of this article, whether or not brought before it by an 

application for a certificate of appropriateness or other permit.  

§8-6-2. Duty to enforce and sanctions.  

The board shall make its decision on each project brought before it and see to the enforcement 

of its decisions through the administrator and the town's inspection department, to the end that 

buildings, structures or other resources of historic, architectural, or cultural significance are 

preserved insofar as they are appropriate and incongruous projects are prohibited. The failure of 

an applicant or any other person to observe the board's decisions shall be subject to the sanctions 

provided in article 24, section 24-2 of this ordinance.  

§8-6-3. Composition of the board.  

The board shall consist of five members appointed by the town council, one of whom shall be 

a resident of the old and historic district and all of whom shall have a demonstrated interest, 

competence, or knowledge in historic preservation. All members must be residents and qualified 

voters of the town; provided, the town council may in its discretion appoint any non-resident of 

the town who is otherwise qualified under this section 8-6 and holds or is employed by a person 

or firm holding a current business license issued by the town.  

§8-6-4. Qualifications of the board members.  

At least one board member shall be either a registered architect with a demonstrated interest 

in historic preservation or an architectural historian meeting the professional qualifications 

standards of Appendix A of 36 CFR 61. Similarly, at least one additional board member shall have 

professional training or equivalent experience in any one of the following disciplines: architecture, 

history, architectural history, American studies, archaeology, or planning. Each board member is 

required to attend at least one informational or educational meeting per year, which has been 

approved by the state department of historic resources as pertaining to the work and functions of 

the board or historic preservation. Provided, when adequate review of any proposed action would 

normally involve a professional discipline not represented on the board, the board must seek and 

secure appropriate professional advice before rendering its decision on the particular action. The 

administrator shall serve as advisor to the board.  

 

 

https://library.municode.com/va/abingdon/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=APXBZOOR_ART8OHOLHIDI_S8-6BOARREREME


§8-6-5. Terms of office and vacancies.  

The board members shall be appointed for three-year terms and serve until their respective 

successors are appointed. If at any time hereafter all five positions on the board are vacant, the 

board members shall be appointed for three-year staggered terms, one member to serve for one 

year, two members to serve for two years, two members to serve for three years and all members 

to serve three-year terms thereafter. Vacancies caused by death, resignation or otherwise shall be 

filled (i) promptly and in any event not more than 90 days following the date on which the vacancy 

occurs; and (ii) for the unexpired term in the same manner original appointments are made. The 

town council shall have the discretion to appoint members to serve consecutive terms and also to 

remove them for habitual failure to attend meetings. Members may serve any number of terms but 

not more than two terms consecutively.  

 § 8-7. - Chairman; vice-chairman and secretary.  

 The board shall elect its chairman and vice-chairman from its membership and the 

administrator shall serve as secretary to the board.  

 §8-8-1. Procedure to be followed in meetings. The chairman shall conduct the meetings 

of the board in accordance with its written bylaws and all applicable provisions of the Code of 

Virginia, 1950, as amended. In the absence of the chairman the vice chairman shall preside. The 

secretary shall keep and make available for public inspection the minutes of the meetings and a 

permanent record of all resolutions, motions, transactions and decisions, including exemptions 

from review by the board. A quorum of three members present is required before the board may 

take any official action. Each member of the board shall have the right to one vote on each issue, 

to be exercised in person at a meeting and not by proxy, and the decision of the majority shall be 

final, subject only to the rights of appeal set out below.  

 §8-8-2. Notice of meetings. Prior public notice of all regular or special meetings of the 

board must be given. In addition, the board's bylaws shall specify the means by which written 

public notice of such meetings is to be provided. Each meeting of the board shall be open to the 

public and an agenda shall be made available to the public prior to the meeting. The board shall 

grant a full and impartial hearing on each application and permit testimony from not only the 

applicants but interested members of the public.  

 §8-8-3. Frequency of meetings. The board shall meet not less than four times a year, in 

regular and special meetings as provided in its bylaws but in the absence of a mutual agreement 

between the board and the applicant all applications shall be heard within 30 days after the 

application is filed. The board shall vote and announce its decision on any matter properly before 

it not later than 14 days after the conclusion of the hearing on the matter, unless the time is 

extended by mutual agreement between the board and applicant.  

 §8-8-4. Procedure on disapproval of application. If the board disapproves any application 

it shall furnish the applicant with its written decision stating the reasons for disapproval and 

make recommendations with respect to the appropriateness of design, arrangement, texture, 

material, color, location, and any other factor on which the disapproval was based. The board 

shall rehear the application if within the 90-day period following the date of disapproval the 

applicant submits an amended application that complies with all recommendations of the board. 



Provided, the board shall not otherwise re-hear the subject matter of any application, which has 

been denied for a period of one year after the date of the hearing, or if a re-hearing was held, for 

a period of one year after the rehearing.  

 §8-8-5. Requirement for bylaws. The board shall adopt and make available for public 

inspection written bylaws for procedural matters, written notice of public meetings and other 

matters not covered by this article that include at a minimum (i) provision for regularly 

scheduled meetings at least four times a year; (ii) a requirement that a quorum be present to 

conduct business; (iii) rules of procedure for considering applications; (iv) a requirement for 

written minutes for all meetings; (v) minimum attendance requirements for all board members; 

and (vi) requirements that board members attend training sessions.  
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